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A vague term which usually denotes works which belong to the major genres: epic, drama, lyric, novel, " 13 A L
short story ode. If we describe something as 'literature', as opposed to anything else, the term carries with it
qualitative connotations which imply that the work in question has superior qualities; that it is well above the
ordinary run of written works. For example: 'George Eliot's novels are literature, whereas Fleming's Bond books are
unqguestionably not." However, there are many works which cannot be classified in the main literary genres which
nevertheless may be regarded as literature by virtue of the excellence of their writing, their originality and their
general aesthetic and artistic merits. A handful of examples at random suggests how comprehensive the term can
be. For instance: Aristotle's treatises on Poetics and Rhetoric; St Augustine's Civitas Dei; Erasmus's Moriae
Encomium; Descartes's Discourse on Method; Berkeley's Platonic Dialogues; Gibbons's Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire; Prescott's History of the Conquest of Mexico; Darwin's On the Origin of Species; Lord Acton's
Essays on Church and State; Lytton Strachey's Queen Victoria; R. G. Collingwood's The Idea of Nature; D'Arcy
Wentworth Thompson's On Growth and Form; Sir Arthur Keith's The New Theory of Human Evolution; Sir Charles
Sherrington's Man on His Nature; Sir Steven Runciman's The History of the Crusades; and Dame Rebecca West's
."The Meaning of Treason. Scores of others might be added to such a list.
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His early writings, consisting " :Js& i M "Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World" 2 "chad au" das i
primarily of literary criticism and works of fiction and poetry, brought him to the attention of Egypt's cultural elite,
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